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Abstract. Introduction. Due to the epidemic of coronavirus infection, the forced con-
version to distance learning has forever changed the format of education for foreign
citizens. The modern educational situation requires adequate methods and techniques
of teaching from the teacher and from the educational institution. In these circum-
stances, online classes have become particularly relevant. The organization of a digital
preparatory faculty can positively influence the practice of distance teaching of Rus-
sian as a foreign language and other disciplines necessary for admission to Russian
universities. The purpose of the article is to identify the possibilities of distance teach-
ing of Russian as a foreign language and the prospects for the development of online
courses within the digital preparatory faculty. Content and methods: in the article we
use the analysis and synthesis of methodological literature and normative documents,
comparison, abstraction, modeling and forecasting of the online learning process and
its results, as well as pedagogical observation, testing and analysis. The material for
the study was the works of linguists and methodologists on relevant topics, the mate-
rials of practical work of teachers, the results of distance teaching Russian as a foreign
language by the teachers of the Department of Russian Language and Intercultural
Communication of Shukhov Belgorod State Technological University. Results: the ar-
ticle presents the results of the distance work of teachers of Shukhov BSTU during
distance learning, the structure of the digital preparatory faculty of this university is
given, the main content of the basic online course “Russian as a foreign language” is
reflected. Conclusion: online courses as a basic part of the digital preparatory faculty
require further development, implementation and consideration of many factors.
Keywords: distance learning; online course; Russian as a foreign language; platform;
digital preparatory faculty; videoconference; types of speech activity
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AHHOTanusl. Beeoenue. BoIHYKIEHHBIN MEPEX0Jl K TUCTAHIIMOHHOMY OOYYCHHUIO B
CBSI3U C SMIMJIEMHEH KOPOHaBUPYCHON MH(eKuuu n3MeHun Gopmar oOyuyeHHs] HHO-
CTpaHHBIX rpaxaaH. CoBpeMeHHasi 00pa3oBareibHasi CUTyalus TpedyeT oT Npemnoja-
BaTells U y4eOHOTO 3aBEJICHUs aJIeKBaTHBIX METOJI0B U NMpreMoB o0yueHust. Ocobyto
aKTyaJIbHOCTh NMpuoOpenu oHyaiH 3aHATusA. Opranuzanus nuGpoBOro MoJIroToBH-
TEJILHOTO (PaKyJIbTETa MOXKET MOJOXKUTEIBHO MOBIUATh HA MPAKTHKY TUCTAHIIMOH-
HOTO IIpenoAaBaHus pPyccKoro s3bika kak nuHoctpanHoro (PKW) u apyrux qucuumius,
HEOOXOMMBIX JUIS MOCTYIJIeHUs B By3bl Poccun. [fens cmambu — 0003HAUNUTH BO3-
MOXHOCTH JUCTaHIMOHHOTO npenogaBanus PKU m nepcnekTuBbl pasBUTHs OHJIANH
KypCOB B paMKax LU(POBOrO MOATOTOBUTENBHOTO (akynbTeTra. Mamepuanvl u me-
MoObl.: aHAJTN3 U CUHTE3 METOJIUYECKON JIUTepaTyphl U HOPMATHUBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB,
CpaBHEHHE, abcTparupoBaHue, MOJIeIMPOBAaHUE U IPOTHO3MPOBAHNUE Mpoliecca o0yue-
HUS OHJIAlH U €r0 pe3yJIbTaToB, a TAKXKe MelarorH4eckoe HaOIoIeHre, TECTUPOBaHHE
U aHanu3. MarepuanoM A UCCIeI0BaHUs MOCTY>KIWIN PabOThl TUHTBUCTOB U METO-
JUCTOB IO COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH TEMAaTUKE, MaTEpPHUaJIbl IPAKTUUECKON pabOThl Mperno-
JaBatesel, pe3ynbTaThl AMCTAHIIMOHHOTO O0YUYEeHHs PYCCKOMY SI3bIKY KaK MHOCTPaH-
HOMY IIpernojaBaTesniell Kadeapbl pycCKOro sI3bIKa U MEKKYJIbTYPHONH KOMMYHUKAIUH
benropoackoro rocy1apCTBEHHOIO  TEXHOJIOIMYECKOIO YHMBEPCHUTETAa HMEHH
B.I'. lllyxoBa (BI'TY umenu B.I'. lllyxoBa). B pesyrbmame B cTaThe NPUBOISATCS
WUTOTH JUCTAHIIMOHHOW paboThl npenoaaBateneid bI'TY umenn B.I'. IllyxoBa B me-
PO TUCTAaHIIMOHHOTO OOYYEeHHs, JaHa CTPYKTypa IH(PPOBOro MOATOTOBUTEIHHOTO
(akynpTeTa JaHHOTO By3a, OTPAXKEHO OCHOBHOE COJIepkaHue 0a30BOro OHJIAWH Kypca
«Pycckuil A3bIK Kak MHOCTpaHHBbINY. McciienoBanue nokasano, 4To B CIOKHUBIIMXCS
YCIOBUAX AUCTAHIIMOHHOTO 00yUueHHE SIBJIAETCS H3PPEKTUBHBIM U ONITUMAIILHBIM (pop-
MaToM o0ydeHus. Bbisoowvl. OHIIaliH KypChl Kak 0a30Bast 4acTh IIUPPOBOTO MOATOTO-
BUTENIBHOTO (haKyybTeTa TpeOyIoT AajabHENIed pa3pabOTKU M BHEAPEHUS C y4eTOM
MHOTHX (haKTOPOB.
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Introduction. Russia is one of the coun-
tries that young people around the world choose
to receive or continue higher education in vari-
ous fields. About 500 universities of the country
are ready to accept foreign applicants. In addi-
tion, we need to remember one of the goals of
the national project “Education”: by 2024, the
number of foreign students in the country's uni-
versities should increase to 425 thousand peo-
ple, and by 2025 — to 700 thousand. The stated
goal becomes difficult to achieve if we analyze
the current situation in the educational space.

The coronavirus pandemic, which unex-
pectedly came to Russia in the spring of 2020,
has changed the format of foreign citizens' edu-
cation beyond recognition in a few months. In
the face of the threat of the coronavirus infection
spread, most universities and colleges have de-
cided to switch to distance learning on the rec-
ommendation of the Ministry of Science and
Higher Education of the Russian Federation.
Forecasts of stabilization and improvement of
the situation did not come true. Forced distance
learning of the overwhelming number of foreign
citizens, constant transitions from one training
format to another and back continue to persist.

Due to the above factors, all face-to-face
classes were moved online. Teachers were
forced to organize the learning process through
distance learning technologies based on various
ways of delivering electronic content and avail-
able communication tools for students and
teachers.

The unplanned transition to distance learn-
ing was an emergency, forced measure. As prac-
tice has shown, the vast majority of Russian uni-
versities were not ready for this radical restruc-
turing of the educational process. According to
the general opinion, this situation was the result
of objectively different levels of development of

the information infrastructure of universities, the
provision of certain disciplines with electronic
educational resources and the preparedness of
teachers to use digital platforms and services in
the educational process.

The repetition of last year's situation, the
lack of favorable forecasts lead us to think about
the transition of foreign citizens' education to a
new digital level.

The concept “distance learning” has been
known for a long time, has been successfully
used in correspondence courses, organization of
advanced training courses and has a long meth-
odological tradition (Mayer 2001; Polat, E.S.,
Bukharkina, M.Yu. and Moiseeva, M.V. 2004,
Benta, Bologa, Dzitac 2014; Beloglazov, Belo-
glazova, Mokashov, Kopylova 2018; Goncha-
rova, Artyukhova 2020; Ilyina, Ivanova 2021).

A detailed review of domestic and foreign
literature on the field of distance learning is
given in (Sadykova, 2020). The author empha-
sizes that “the rich scientific and methodological
experience mainly concerns asynchronous dis-
tance learning, while online lessons are still in-
sufficiently developed” (Sadykova, 2020:43).

Reviewing the literature on the organiza-
tion of education of citizens located in another
country, in addition to the concept “distance
learning”, we also came across such designa-
tions as “online learning”, “correspondence
learning”, etc. Let's focus on the familiar con-
cept “distance learning”.

In our article, we will consider the concept
of distance learning as a basic one that requires
its clarification and modification due to the
changed educational space, the rapid develop-
ment of information and educational technolo-
gies. In our article, we will consider the concept
of distance learning as a basic one that requires
its clarification and modification due to the
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changed educational space, the rapid develop-
ment of information and educational technolo-
gies. When analyzing the content, methods and
forms of distance learning, it seems relevant to
turn to the practice of systematization of online
courses within the digital preparatory faculty.

Main part. Research purpose. The re-
search purpose is to identify the possibilities of
distance teaching of Russian as a foreign lan-
guage, to analyze the possibilities and prospects
of using an online course in Russian as a foreign
language as a basic component of the digital pre-
paratory faculty.

Theoretical basis and methodology.
Distance learning is a learning process in which
the teacher and the student are geographically
separated and therefore rely on electronic means
and printed manuals for the organization of the
educational process (Theory and practice of dis-
tance learning, 2004: 11). So, distance learning
was defined back in the early 2000s.

In our opinion, the definition formulated
by us on the basis of S.S. Pashkovskaya's re-
search meets the most fully and adequately the
current state of education (Pashkovskaya, 2021).
So, distance education is an educational para-
digm that assumes:

1) distance interaction of subjects of the
educational process;

2) application of modern information tech-
nologies and interactive teaching methods;

3) organization current types of control
and final certification, correcting the mistakes of
learners and online consulting.

Distance learning needs to be built based
on certain principles. Based on the work of E.N.
Popova and P.A. Kopylova (Popova, Kopylova,
2021), we include the following:

— key role in the educational process
here belongs to the foreign student, whose train-
ing takes place on an individual educational tra-
jectory;

— educational process involves a large
amount of self-study of the student, in addition,
an important component is regular communica-
tion with the teacher and other students through
videoconferences;

— active use of the latest technologies,
including interactive ones, facilitates the learn-
ing process and increases the motivation of the
listener;

— among all types of speech activity,
speaking is the main one, so direct interpersonal
communication is the most effective;

— obligatory component of distance
learning is electronic dictionaries, reference
books, textbooks with an unlimited amount of
theoretical information presented in various
forms (diagrams, tables, figures, etc.), as well as
practical information in the form of certain tasks
of various types;

— control is regular, objective and pro-
vides prompt feedback.

Content and methods of research. For
this research we have chosen a combination of
theoretical and practical methods. Among the
theoretical methods used are the analysis and
synthesis of methodological literature and nor-
mative documents, comparison, abstraction,
modeling and forecasting of the online learning
process and its results, practical methods such as
pedagogical observation, testing and analysis
were also used in the research.

The content of the article has linguists and
methodologists researches on the corresponding
topic, data of practical work of teachers, results
of distance learning of Russian as a foreign lan-
guage at the Department of Russian Language
and Intercultural Communication of Belgorod
State Technological University named after
V.G. Shukhov, as well as data and results of con-
trols in the discipline “Russian as a foreign lan-
guage” and final certification in this subject.

Research results and discussion. The un-
planned transition to distance learning was an
emergency, forced measure. As practice has
shown, the vast majority of Russian universities
were not ready for this radical restructuring of
the educational process. According to the gen-
eral opinion, this situation was the result of ob-
jectively different levels of development of the
information infrastructure of universities, the
provision of certain disciplines with electronic
educational resources and the preparedness of
teachers to use digital platforms and services in
the educational process.
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We will try to define the current situation
with distance learning of foreign citizens at the
V.G. Shukhov BSTU. Following the methodo-
logical recommendations of the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Higher Education of the Russian Fed-
eration, universities, including BSTU, have de-
veloped scenarios for the implementation of dis-
tance learning and requirements for the formats
of the educational process that are acceptable for
their level of IT infrastructure development, tak-
ing into account available external resources.

At the preparatory faculty for foreign citi-
zens of BSTU, online classes were organized in
a short time in video conferencing systems
Zoom, Microsoft Teams, Skype, etc. The usage
of these systems made it possible to monitor the
involvement of students in the educational pro-
cess, quickly and promptly solve emerging
learning difficulties, maintain the necessary per-
sonal contact, actively interact (like face-to-face
training), and quickly exchange information.

Zoom has become the most popular ser-
vice at the preparatory faculty for foreign citi-
zens of BSTU. As its advantages, teachers
noted: ease of installation on any gadget, ease of
use of basic functions, individual and group con-
nection to a video conference, the ability to ena-
ble / disable video and microphone participants
depending on the working situation, the possi-
bility to use interactive teaching methods.

To organize self-study process of foreign
students, maintain stable feedback, solve educa-
tional problems, the capabilities of Google
Classroom, VKontakte platforms, WhatsApp,
Viber, Telegram messengers were used.

Preparing for online lesson, the teacher
ideally had to think through a set of exercises for
the development of all types of speech activity.
Just like in a traditional lesson, phonetic warm-
up was used. In the distance format, it acquired
an important stimulating value, served as an ac-
tivator of the learning process, allowing the for-
eign listener to quickly get involved in the work-
ing atmosphere. The types of phonetic warm-up
remained the same, for example, pronouncing
tongue twisters with different intonation. The
teacher could also use ready-made audio content
of varying level of complexity from the Internet.

Lexical and grammatical material was
most often presented to students in the form of
presentations. Visually presented in the form of
pictures, diagrams and tables, grammatical in-
formation was absorbed by students much faster
and more efficiently than from textbooks.
Thanks to the "Screen Demonstration™ function,
which, by the way, is available in most services,
the presentation could be broadcast during an
online lesson, as well as transmitted for further
repetition and assimilation to students via mes-
senger or e-mail (llyina, Ivanova, 2021: 110).

Here it is necessary to dwell on such an
important methodological point as the develop-
ment of the above-mentioned presentations for
foreign students in the framework of distance
learning. We consider it necessary to note that
the preparation of materials for this kind of
presentation is a very responsible work. It
should be compiled in such a way as to organi-
cally complement the teacher's own speech, sys-
tematize the proposed theoretical and practical
knowledge, while at the same time interesting
and motivating the student to continue studying
(Chikileva 2019: 481). An important point is the
careful selection of pictures, diagrams and tables
with a minimum of textual information. In addi-
tion, the number of slides in each of them should
optimally correlate with the complexity of the
topic being studied and the level of training of
listeners.

Teachers organize listening in a distance
learning format in several ways:

— the text was read by the teacher, and
the questions were shown on the screen, being a
visual support for audio material. This submis-
sion of the task corresponds to the traditional
version;

— ready-made audio material was pre-
sented, prepared by the teacher or found on the
Internet, tasks were broadcast to students in
some way;

— audio recording and test questions
were placed in the Test Pad Online, the result
was calculated automatically.

The work on developing reading skills in
the distance learning format has undergone
some changes. At the stage of the introductory
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phonetic course in the format of an online les-
son, pronunciation and rapid reading skills were
developed. Then the traditional form of working
with the text was carried out. At the same time,
the latter was displayed on the screen, the usual
pre-text, pre-text and post-text tasks were per-
formed, which were no different from traditional
classroom tasks. Then this type of activity ac-
quired more and more independence. It made
sense to give voluminous texts to learners as
homework, and to work out exercises of various
types directly online. Exercises like “Make a
plan of the text”, “Retell according to the plan”
and gradually brought learners to speaking.

Developing speaking skills, depending on
the goals of a particular lesson, interactive meth-
ods such as:

—role-playing scenes, themes of which
corresponded to the requirements of a particular
level of language proficiency (well-known “At
the doctor office”, “In the store”, “In a café”,
etc.);

—discussions on various topics. The rea-
son for the discussion could be a read text, cur-
rent news, viewing video content;

—self-presentation, presentation of the
country, national cuisine, etc. (Bagramova, Va-
silyeva, 2020: 176).

The distance format of working with
learners entailed the transfer of the control sys-
tem to a distance format. We analyzed such
learning management systems as Canvas, Adobe
Captivate Prime, Open edX, Mirapolis LMS,
Start Exam, E Learning Server 4G, and took into
account the opinions of domestic and foreign
methodologists (Ranieri, 2005; Benta, Bologa,
Dzitac, 2014; Oproiu, 2015). As a result, the
Online Test Pad test constructor was chosen as
the main one.

There are such advantages of Online Test
Pad as:

1) setting a mandatory answer to all test
questions, as well as for a single question, so the
student will not be able to ignore the proposed
questions;

2) mixing of questions and/or answer op-
tions in random order, which makes it possible
for the compiler not to prepare an excessive
number of test options;

3) setting a time limit for passing the test,
as well as for answering a single question, which
helps to clearly plan the passing of the test;

4) the ability to export text to a PDF file
and an HTML file;

5) a very good statistics tool. You can
view each result, statistics of answers and points
scored for each question, statistics for each re-
sult. All results, registration parameters, answers
to all questions that can be saved in Excel in tab-
ular form (Goncharova, Artyukhova, 2020: 75).

The above-mentioned service made it pos-
sible to control knowledge of vocabulary and
grammar, as well as reading and listening skills.
The designer of dialog simulators offered by the
same program could act as a tool for controlling
oral speech. This is a simple and convenient ser-
vice for creating interactive simulators for vari-
ous purposes. The dialog designer provides a
large number of different dialog settings. You
can quickly and conveniently create a dialog for
any purpose. You create dialog situations with
virtual characters clients, colleagues, partners,
friends, etc. Dialogues can be of any complexity,
branching, duration and depth of study. For a
character's remark, the user must choose one an-
swer option from several suggested ones, it is
from the chosen answer that the further storyline
of the dialogue will depend.

The Zoom platform was also used to con-
trol speaking skills. The teacher organized tasks
for verification in real time. If necessary, a dia-
logue with the student can be recorded.

So, among the advantages and achieve-
ments of distance learning, we can note:

— availability anywhere in the world (if
there is a good quality internet connection);

— possibility of inclusion in the learning
process using a desktop computer, laptop, tablet,
smartphone;

— interactivity of this form of training;

— rapid interaction between participants
of the educational process;

— usage of modern technologies in the
educational process;

— variety of forms and methods of
teaching.
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— It is impossible not to mention some
of the shortcomings and problems that have
arisen during the distance learning format:

— difficulties due to poor internet con-
nection quality;

— inability to download and install cer-
tain programs and services necessary for the or-
ganization of training;

— weakening of discipline in the class-
room, since the learner is actually at home;

— deterioration of students' motivation;

— lack of live communication between
participants of the educational process;

— organization of a fast communication
channel between the teacher and the student.

The unclear prospects for the development
of the situation with the spread of coronavirus in
the world, the possibility of new threats to health
and safety, the successful testing of new for-
mats, methods and technologies of training, var-
ious forms of distance work and training have
confirmed us in the idea that further education
of students from around the world in Russia is
impossible without the creation of the digital
preparatory faculty.

By the digital preparatory faculty, we
mean such a model of teaching foreign citizens
according to the programs of the preparatory
faculties of Russian universities, which is imple-
mented in whole or in part using modern dis-
tance technologies.

So, the learning process is conducted en-
tirely through any digital platform. The imple-
mentation of such a project involves unhindered
enrollment of students throughout the calendar
year, the possibility of choosing the duration of
training and passing modules separately.

The first project of this type was presented
by the Peoples' Friendship University of Russia
(https://info.langrus.rudn.ru/). Other universi-
ties in Russia only declare distance learning,
without providing data on the platform, methods
and types of training. The Preparatory Faculty
for foreign citizens of V.G. Shukhov BSTU is in
the process of creating and testing a digital Pre-
paratory faculty.

Let's focus on the main details of the pro-
ject. Its main goal is to provide an opportunity
for foreign students to learn Russian online and

gain knowledge in general education disciplines
even before arriving in Russia. The resource can
also be useful for work, tourist purposes, busi-
ness.

Digital faculty training involves a modular
system. The training program consists of several
modules: in the Russian language, in general ed-
ucation subjects (mathematics, physics, chemis-
try, biology), a module on the scientific style of
speech in the chosen specialty, a linguistic and
cultural module. Russian as a Foreign language
module includes 4 parts corresponding to the
levels of proficiency in Russian as a foreign lan-
guage: introductory phonetic course, elementary
level, basic and first certification. Modules in
general education subjects are chosen by the stu-
dent, based on the requirements for admission to
a particular specialty.

The structure of the lesson in the discipline
includes: explanation of the material with the us-
age of presentation tools, audio and video con-
tent, training of knowledge and skills, control
and various types of contact work with the
teacher: webinars in the format of video confer-
ences, individual conversational workshops
with a native speaker.

During the entire educational process,
each student is assisted by a tutor, who monitors
student results, advises and solves issues of tech-
nical and organizational support.

The structure of the digital preparatory
faculty of V.G. Shukhov BSTU practically re-
peats the model proposed by the Peoples'
Friendship University of Russia. Since our uni-
versity has a technical orientation, the list of
modules includes: Russian as a foreign lan-
guage, physics, mathematics, history, social
studies, computer science and country studies.

As an example, we will give the discipline
“Russian as a foreign language”. The table
shows the main content of the online course in
the above-mentioned discipline. This course is
designed for 626 academic hours, of which 144
hours are provided for classroom work in the
video conference format, 468 hours are given for
self-study, 14 hours are allocated for control.

The course is made for 25/38 weeks of
training with an average load of 30 academic
hours per week.
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Table

Structure of the online training course “Russian as a foreign language”

Taonuma

CTpykTypa yueOHOro oHJIaiiH Kypca «Pyccknii I3bIK KAK HHOCTPAHHbBI

Module of the training course

Brief description of the mod-
ule (grammatical content)

Purpose of studying
the module

Module 1. Learning to read
and write in Russian!

Alphabet, basic vocabulary,
numerals

Learn to enter into communi-
cation in Russian in elemen-
tary situations of everyday
communication

Module 2. Let's speak
Russian!

Etiquette formulas, pronoun,
adjective, prepositional and
accusative case of noun, verb
tense, verbs of movement
without prefixes

Learn to enter into communi-
cation in Russian in elemen-
tary situations of everyday
communication, using the
knowledge of grammar corre-
sponding to the level of profi-
ciency in Russian as a foreign
language Al.

Module 3. Designation of the
subject of action

Repetition of grammatical
material, actualization and
study of new vocabulary, cat-
egory of animateness and gen-
der of the noun

Learn to designate the subject
of an action expressed by a
noun and a pronoun

Module 4. Designation of the
subject/object characteristic

Gender and number of adjec-
tives, updating of the studied
vocabulary, expansion of vo-
cabulary on the topic "Adjec-
tive"

Learn how to characterize an
object in everyday communi-
cation situations

Module 5. Action designation

Tense and type of verb

Learn to designate the action
of the subject in situations of
everyday communication

Module 6. Designation of the
place of action and the object
of thought

Prepositional case of noun,
adjective and pronoun in sin-
gular and plural

Learn to designate the place of
action and the object of
thought in situations of every-
day communication

Module 7. Designation of the
object of action and direction
of movement

Accusative case of noun, ad-
jective and pronoun in singu-
lar and plural

Learn to designate the object
of action, as well as the direc-
tion of movement

Module 8. Designation of the
absence of the object, the be-
longing of the object and the
number of objects by count-

ing

Genitive case of the noun, ad-
jective and pronoun in the sin-
gular and plural

Learn to denote the absence of
an object, the belonging of an
object to a subject, as well as
the number of objects by
counting

Module 9. Designation of the
addressee of the action and its
status

Dative case of the noun, adjec-
tive and pronoun in the singu-
lar and plural

Learn to designate the ad-
dressee of the action, age, con-
dition of the subject
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Module of the training course

Brief description of the mod-
ule (grammatical content)

Purpose of studying
the module

Module 10. Designation of
joint action

Instrumental case of the noun,
adjective and pronoun in the
singular and plural

Learn to designate joint ac-
tions in speech, to use words
with the meaning of instru-
ment and profession

Module 11. Designation of
the characteristics of the sub-
ject and object by action

Participles of the present and
past tense

Learn to characterize the sub-
ject and object by action

Module 12. Designation of a
feature of an object by action

Short participles

Learn to give a brief descrip-
tion of subject and object ac-
tions

Module 13. Expression of
subjects and objects compari-
son

Degrees of comparison of ad-
jectives and adverbs

Learn to express the compari-
son of subjects and objects in
different communication situ-
ations

Module 14. Designation of a
temporary characteristic or
feature in relation to some-
thing

Short form of adjectives

Learn to give temporary char-
acteristics or express a sign in
relation to something

Module 15. Expression of de-
terminative relations in
speech

Simple and complex sen-
tences with the meaning of the
definition

Learn to express the sign of
the subject in speech

Module 16. Designation of
movement in Russian

Verbs of movement with and
without prefixes, features of
their use in speech, figurative
meanings of verbs of move-
ment

Learn to designate different
types of movement

Module 17. Expression of
spatial relations in speech

Simple and complex sen-
tences with the meaning of
space

Learn to designate a space in
speech

Module 18. Designation of
quantity in speech

Numerals, its types, features
of use in speech

Learn to designate quantity in
speech

Module 19. Designation of an
additional action in speech

Adverbial participle, its types,
features of use in the sentence

Learn to express an additional
action in speech

Module 20. Expression of
measure and degree in speech

Simple and complex sen-
tences with the meaning of
measure and degree

Learn to express the measure
and degree of the measure or
degree of what can be meas-
ured in terms of quantity,
quality, intensity.

Module 21. Expression of
temporal relations in speech

Simple and complex sen-
tences with a time value

Learn to express the time of
the action that is being talked
about

Module 22. Expression of
conditional relations in
speech

Simple and complex sen-
tences with the meaning of the
condition

Learn to express the condition
necessary to accomplish what
IS in question

Module 23. Expression of
cause-effect relations in
speech

Simple and complex sen-
tences with the meaning of
cause and effect

Learn to identify the cause and
effect of what is being said
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Module of the training course

Brief description of the mod-
ule (grammatical content)

Purpose of studying
the module

Module 24. Expression of tar-
get relations in speech

Simple and complex sen-
tences with a goal value

To learn to express such con-
ditionality, in which one of the

correlated situations is pre-
sented as a potential or real re-
sult of another situation

Module 25. Expression of
concessionary relations in

speech signment

Simple and complex sen- | Learn to describe a fact, a phe-
tences with the meaning of as- | nomenon, in spite of which an

action is being performed,
which is being talked about

Each module contains from 3 to 6 video
lectures, after which the current control is pro-
vided. By video lecture we mean here voiced
presentations containing vivid theoretical and
practical information about the Russian lan-
guage. Taking into account the fact that we con-
sider the communicative method to be the fun-
damental method, special attention is paid to the
formation of students' speaking skills, skills of
independent production of coherent utterances
in accordance with the proposed topic and a
communicatively set attitude; understanding the
interlocutor's utterance, determining his com-
municative intentions in a limited number of
speech situations.

As types of work, the module offers prac-
tical tasks with direct verification, control tests
on each topic, tasks for a video conference, con-
trol tests for the module and the final test. In the
structure of the online course there is also a
grammar reference book that allows you to re-
turn to a particular grammatical topic at any
time.

Unlike distance learning, which has al-
ready become familiar, where the lesson lasted
an average of 45-70 minutes, within the frame-
work of the online course of the digital faculty,
direct communication between the learner and
the teachers takes place only in a videoconfer-
ence at the rate of 3-6 academic hours per week.
The tasks for the videoconference are known to
the student in advance, theoretical preparation
for it is contained in a video lecture and a gram-
mar reference.

Thus, the developed online course model
includes the following components:

— actualization and verification of the
studied phonetic, word-formation, lexical and
grammatical material at the communicative
level;

— Introduction and consolidation of a
certain linguistic and cultural material that
adapts the student to everyday and life situa-
tions, introduces the student to historical events
and geographical realities of a foreign country;

— video and audio contact between a
teacher and a student, as well as between stu-
dents.

The learning outcomes are: Russian lan-
guage proficiency at the | certification level,
mandatory for admission to higher educational
institutions of the Russian Federation; the ability
to meet the basic communicative needs when
communicating with native speakers in the so-
cio-household and socio-cultural spheres; the
possibility of carrying out professional activities
in teams where the working language is Russian.

This online course, mentioned earlier, is
posted on the Bolid platform of V.G. Shukhov
BSTU, is available only to students of the Pre-
paratory Faculty for foreign citizens of V.G.
Shukhov BSTU who have paid tuition fees.

In the process of working on the above-
mentioned resource, its placement and testing,
we encountered the following problems:

1) difficulties in selecting a suitable ed-
ucational platform for the placement of materi-
als. The obstacle was the volume of the course
and the non-standard nature of its structure, the
variety of components, the heterogeneity of the
content;

2) features of the application of the cop-
yright law in this project, because most often the
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author of the course took someone's intellectual
property as a photo, video and audio material,
albeit posted in the public domain;

3) organizing access to the course, there
was a problem of correct registration and identi-
fication of the project participant. Despite the
possibility of changing the language of the Inter-
net page, not all information remained under-
standable to a foreigner;

4) the need for clear control over the pas-
sage of blocks of the educational program, its
maximum automation, openness and objectivity
faced the limitations of the educational platform,
the peculiarities of placing information of vari-
ous types on it;

5) typing and structuring of materials of
different blocks and modules, unification of the
entire course;

6) the complexity of creating a well-
thought-out system of independent work of stu-
dents;

7) difficulties in organizing adequate
and timely feedback between participants in the
educational process.

Conclusion. Summing up, we can con-
clude that the development of distance learning
in all its forms is inevitable. The events taking
place before our eyes have shown that, despite
all the shortcomings, it is relevant and in de-
mand. Globalization, the penetration of infor-
mation technologies into all spheres of life, rapid
changes in political regimes and the economic
situation contribute to the victory of distance
learning over full-time education, especially at
the pre-university stage. The applicant gets the
opportunity to prepare for study and life in Rus-
sia, “without leaving home”, saving energy,
time and money.

Flexibility, complexity, varying the pace
of mastering the educational material, the choice
of an individual educational trajectory (every-
thing that is especially important when working
with an adult audience) makes online courses in
various disciplines within the digital preparatory
faculty one of the best distance learning options.

The prospects for further scientific re-
search are the development of various distance
courses, including teaching Russian as a foreign
language, taking into account the contingent of

students, the level of language they aspire to, etc.
Teachers of preparatory faculties and depart-
ments are faced with the task of organizing as
high-quality as full-time training of a foreign ap-
plicant. In addition, the issue of organizing the
online adaptation of foreign students has not
been resolved, so that, after enrolling in the first
year of higher education and arriving in Russia,
they quickly become full participants in the ed-
ucational process.
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